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This book is the published proceedings of a 
seminar series symposium on the Cell Division Cy- 
cle in Plants which formed part of the 213th 
Meeting of the Society for Experimental Biology 
held in April 1984 at Cardiff. This volume contains 
thirteen contributions beginning with an introduc- 
tory chapter which presents an overview of control 
points within the cell cycle. There then follow three 
contributions on aspects of DNA replication con- 
cerning replicon organisation, enzymic control of 
DNA replication and the relationship of DNA C 
values to DNA replication. Two contributions on 
chromatin structure and function are then follow- 
ed by cell biology oriented presentations on 
cytoskeletal aspects of the cell cycle, the influence 
of growth substances and calcium on cell division, 
regulation of the cell division cycle in cultured 
plant cells, genetic and epigenetic control of the 
plant cell cycle and control of the cell cycle in rela- 
tion to floral induction. The volume ends with two 
specialised presentations on DNA endoreduplica- 
tion and the chloroplast division cycle. 
The publication presents the reader with a well- 
balanced multidisciplinary overview of the many 
different aspects of cell cycle control in plants and 
a pleasing feature of this publication is the obvious 
effort which has gone into providing the reader 
with a uniform presentation of the contributions to 
the symposium, an end product not always obtain- 
ed in publications reporting symposium pro- 
ceedings. In addition each contribution contains 
clear well-presented iagrams and a comprehensive 
bibliography. 
Although the symposium proceedings reported 
here were held 3 years ago in 1984 (not 1983 as 
stated in the preface to the book) the standard of 
presentations and the wide-ranging look at the cell 
division cycle in plants make the publication a very 
useful asset to individuals working in the field, to 
those who require an overview of the topic and to 
research students interested in working in this area. 
The discussions presented in this contribution un- 
doubtedly make stimulating reading. 
C.M. Bray 
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